On table: Wire wastebasket, hammer, discardable cellphone (make sure there’s no battery!), seatbelt, Fo’ty of Mad Dog or similar, celery stalk, Wile E. Coyote sign: “Groom Fled to Canada.”, Empty glass.

Available: Chair.

Hello ladies and gentlemen, and on behalf of our bride and groom, and all of us here, we would like to thank you for attending Matrimania 2007. The weather is currently ___________________________ in the orchard, and is reported to be slightly less so at the reception hall. The time is _________, and we expect to arrive at our presentation of the couple at approximately ________ local time. In a few moments our officiant will be turning on the bridal march, but currently, we ask that you please direct your attention to the front for a few important safety announcements.

(James: Prepare to raise seatbelt.)

This is Matrimania 2007, a celebration of the joining of Rudy Fleminger with Nicole Krueger in securely-fastened wedlock. (James: Raise seatbelt on “non-stop”, synchronize click with “joining”, and tug for effect. Set seatbelt down immediately after gesture.) This is a no-smoking ceremony, and heckling is not permitted. Also, food and alcoholic beverages are prohibited for the duration of the ceremony. (James: During this, hold up the celery stalk and the fo’ty, shake your head “no”, and loudly dump them both into the wastebasket.) If you have a reason why this couple should not be married, please locate an attendant immediately following this announcement for assistance in exiting the event.

James: prepare to pick up chair.

In the unlikely event of a water landing, your chairs will be completely useless. However, in the event of a land battle, they may be used as a hand-to-hand combat device. (James demonstrates “lion tamer” move with chair.) 

Should the ceremony experience a sudden catastrophic and embarrassing failure (James: Hold up sign: “Groom fled to Canada.”) obscene amounts of alcohol will be immediately available at the reception site. (James: Follow along, as if doing the “oxygen mask” demo.) To operate, place the cup securely around your mouth, and with an upward tipping motion, drink calmly and deeply until you forget all about this terrible social blunder.

At this time, we ask that all electronic devices be switched off for the duration of the ceremony. (James: During next line, raise cellphone and demonstratively point to “off” button.) Please turn off any cellphones, pagers, spare robotic limbs, pacemakers, or any other electronic devices you may have, now. (Josh: Pause for James.) (James: At end, place cellphone on table, and smash after  Josh says “now”.) (Josh: Pause, then in perfectly monotone, rehearsed voice:) I mean it, I’m waiting. (James: Optional: Smash cell phone another time or two.)

(Josh: Pause, then recompose and continue…)

For your safety and convenience, orchards have been provided at locations conveniently surrounding the ceremony. (James: Two-handed pointing.) Please take a moment to note the location of the nearest orchard, should one be required.

Before we take off, please review the program given to you as you entered, as it contains further safety information to keep you from applauding at the wrong time.

The ceremony will be starting shortly, so again, on behalf of our crew and everyone here at Matrimania 2007, thank you for attending, and we hope you enjoy our ceremony.

